Those of our readers who during the last ten years have studied in the French School of Medicine, or have taken interest in French medical literature, will require no introduction to the distinguished physician and teacher whose latest contributions to clinical medicine form the subject of this review. M. Jaccoud is not only a most zealous worker in the field of practical and scientific medicine, but also well acquainted with the waitings of English and German physicians, references to which are of constant occurrence in his pages.
The book before us contains thirty-one lectures, in which some-of the most important pathological questions of the day are discussed at considerable length. It has not only much theoretical but also practical value, and both as to the diagnosis and treatment of disease contains many fresh observations and useful suggestions.
With these prefatory remarks, we proceed at once to a general examination of its contents.
After a short exposition of his method of instruction?that of a careful physiological and pathological analysis of the phenomena presented?and after dwelling on the necessity of gathering light from every source and information from every country, he proceeds to the study of that obscure malady characterised by general hypertrophy of the lymphatic glands.
M. Jaccoud points out that spontaneously occurring disease of this kind coincides with a twofold condition of the blood. In one group of cases the number of red globules is reduced in amount, and that of white globules greatly increased. To this form, recog- That the two groups or twin forms of the disease are allied is generally admitted; but M. Jaccoud goes further, and asserts their essential identity, and on these grounds: They are alike in their slow and insidious debut; in the organs attacked?lymphatic glands, spleen, liver, and occasionally the intestinal glands ; in the gradually increasing weakness and emaciation which mark their progress; in the cutaneous eruptions which appear in their course; in the oedema or haemorrhage which occur in their later stages; in their invariably fatal termination, and in the modes in which this takes place?asphyxia from pressure of enlarged glands on the air-passages, intercurrent inflammation, or some cerebral accident.
There are some differences, however. Taking typical examples, the anatomical constitution of the glandular swellings is not Out of sixtyseven cases, many of them of great severity, which passed through his wards in about five years, he had but one death. This is certainly a highly favourable result, and merits our notice. The following is the system pursued. To a patient of average constitution, and in whom there is no wandering of the mind, from four to six ounces are given daily. If there be mild and chiefly nocturnal delirium eight ounces are prescribed, and the proportion is increased to twelve or even sixteen ounces if the delirium be constant and violent. To a subject accustomed to the use of stimulants, from one to three ounces of brandy with a few drops of laudanum are allowed daily in addition. Thesemnedies are steadily continued until the fever subsides. The food is chiefly beef-soup, and lemonade with wine is given as a beverage.
Want of space, not want of matter, enjoins that we now bring these remarks to a close, and we do so, warmly recommending M. Jaccoud's book to the study of our readers. They will find much information in it, conveyed in a style easy and flowing, and singularly clear.
